[Epidemiology of acute coronary syndrome in France].
Coronary artery disease remains a major cause of death in France. Epidemiology of acute coronary syndromes (ACS) encompasses the study of trends of mortality, incidence and case fatality. Methodology includes data from populational and hospital registries of ACS. Incidence and mortality rates of ACS are significantly higher in the North than in the South of France. Significant improvement of ACS mortality and hospital case fatality were registered from 1997 to 2002. However, a slow down in ACS incidence rates was shown during the same period and particularly in the South of France. Sudden death continues to be a major health concern due to problems of prevention. Pre-hospital management is also a major source of health inequalities and this merits further analysis of those disparities. Recent data have shown large improvement in acute coronary care but the relatively high rates of ACS incidence stress the need to promote primary prevention and the screening of minor atherosclerosis lesions.